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Ellen Lord is senior vice president and general manager of Textron Defense Systems, an operating unit of Textron Systems Corporation (TSC), a Textron Inc. company.

Lord took over the leadership of Textron Defense Systems in 2011 after serving three years as the senior vice president and general manager of AAI Corporation, a fellow operating unit of TSC. Prior to joining AAI, she served as vice president of integration management for TSC in Wilmington, Mass. In that position, she led the team responsible for managing the integration of AAI into the Textron family of businesses — a process that will serve as a playbook for future acquisitions across Textron.

Prior to that, Lord was vice president of Intelligent Battlefield Systems at Textron Defense Systems, where she was responsible for a business line including unattended networked ground sensor and munitions systems. She also served as vice president of strategy for TSC, in addition to other tactical and strategic business and operations positions.

Earlier in her career, Lord managed proprietary and patented plastics technology for Textron Automotive Technology Center in Dover, N.H. During her tenure, she led teams that developed an innovative new family of engineering thermoplastics for automotive interiors with Dow Plastics, as well as commercialized Bright Trim™ — a revolutionary coating used by the U.S. Big Three automakers that looks like chrome and behaves like plastic.

Lord earned a masters degree in chemistry from the University of New Hampshire, as well as a bachelor of arts in chemistry from Connecticut College. She also is a Textron Six Sigma certified Black Belt, specializing in Design for Six Sigma. 

Lord serves on the board of directors of the Greater Baltimore Committee, a membership of more than 500 organizations dedicated to increasing the competitiveness of the Baltimore business region, and the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education, a group that unites the business community in support of quality education.
About Textron Defense Systems

Textron Defense Systems employs advanced technology and industry-leading expertise to develop and manufacture innovative product solutions including air-and ground-based smart weapons; directed energy weapons; intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, or ISR, systems; and vehicle protection systems. Its distinctive solutions for U.S. and allied militaries, aerospace and homeland security communities provide precision effects, intelligence-gathering capabilities and force protection. Textron Defense Systems is an operating unit of Textron Systems. More information is available at www.textrondefense.com. 
